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Bisir Sauderhoafer gets a hug fram his mother, Maslene Garlbaldi, during

visits between parents and kids
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George arrived at the campus of the Zorephath
Christian Church recently with two large shopping .

bags stuffed with craft supplies, sandwiches and

drinks; a potted tulip, and lots of excltement.

That's because Ceorge was seeing his two chil-
dren fof the frst time in two weeks, since his last
supervisad visth at the Safe Harbor Child Access
Center nun by the church. For the next two hours,
with o voluntaer quietly sitting by the doos, he and
his chlldren made cards, had unch and caught up
an Lhelr Hves. i

o like this place a lot." said George, whose full
name Is not diselosed to protect the identity of his
children. “The people here are really beautiful, and
the Mmedlity i clean and pleasant.”

The center, which ls sanctioned for referrals
from the Somerset County Family Court, Is &
model for supervised visitation programs for par-
ents who are not allowed to see thelr children with-
out monitoring.

Unlike traditional programs held in ecunty
courthouses around the state, there are no ammed
sherff's guards oltside the meeting room, and

each familly gets & large room to ltself equipped

“The courts are beginning to see
that supervised visitation
is a better alternative to puiting
a child at risk or not having

- any contact with the parent.”

Mancy Fallows, exscutive director
of the Supervised Visitation Network

with toys and video games, The center is located in
a trailer that serves as the church's Sunday school

Such programs are springing up scross the
country, according to Mancy Fallows, executive di-
rector of the Bupervised Visitation Network, a na-
tional group based in Tannessee.

In the lzst 10 years, the numbers, of centers In
the netwark has doubled from about 2530 to 510.
Moat of them are nonprofits like Safe Harbor, while
about 20 percent are for-profits, she said

The growth is in response to the rising mumbers
of supervised visitations ordered by judges across
the country, she said.

“Thepe's been an ineremse in awareness The

Church opensits doors to supervised tO getll
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& visit at the Safe Harbor Child Access Center run by the Zarephath Christian Church.

courts are beginning to see that supervised visita-
tion is & better alternative to putting a child at rigk
or not having any contact with the parent,” she
said

Fallows sald New Jersey is one of the few states
that provide visitation gervices In county court-
houses,

As of the last flseal year, the state's Administra-
tive Office of the Courts administered 641 cases of
supervised visitation, according to Michele Walsh,
the coordinator of such programs for the state.
The Divigion of Youth and Pamily Services handies
the supervised visitation cases Involving allega-
tions or incidents of neglect or abuse,

Court ovders that require visits between par-
ents and children to be menitored usually nvolve
rases in which non-custodial parents may be expe-
rlencing psycholegieal or substance abuse prob-
lems. Or there may be @ pestraining order against
them because of & domestic violenes charge:

Each county operates & program in its court-
house on Saturdays, and facllitles vary. Besides the
eourthouses, some counties have alternative sites.

Those too, vary. Monmouth County, for in-
stance, offers nine sites other then s’ Freehold
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